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In the middle of a lake sits a solitary house on an island. The water ripples around it, the surroundings 

More Music for Piano 
by JAMES MATHESON

Windows for Piano 
Matheson’s five-movement work is a setting of stained glass windows created by Marc Chagall and 
Henri Matisse for a rustic country church adjoining the Rockefeller estate near Sleepy Hollow on 
the Hudson River. Matheson’s suite draws from four Chagall windows: 1. Jeremiah, 2. Isaiah, 
3. Crucifixion, 4. The Good Samaritan, and culminates with Matisse’s 5. The Rose.

Cretic Variations for Piano 
Commissioned by pianist Nadia Shpachenko, CRETIC VARIATIONS is a virtuosic fantasy on the simple 
rhythmic motif of long-short-long, known in poetry as a “cretic foot.” James Matheson (whose last name is 
itself a cretic foot) writes that the motivic alternation of long-short-long is enormously versatile and can be 
alternately thunderous or playful, melancholy or spirited. Matheson builds the variations into music that is 
extremely difficult to play, treading the line between the possible and the impossible, in which the drama of 
seeing and hearing extraordinary performers accomplish incredible feats plays an important role.

Pound for Piano 
Composed for Xak Bjerken at Cornell University,  POUND is in three continuous movements. The first 
creates the illusion of two pianos through the use of simultaneous layers of music. The first layer is a simple 
pulse beginning with one note and building into to massive chords by the conclusion of the movement. 
The second layer is more complex and melodic. The second movement more traditional in construction, 
with a bass ostinato accompanying a simple tune in the treble, growing through numerous transformations. 
The final movement juxtaposes the percussive against the lyrical, while growing as a whole to a spectacular 
conclusion.

Bagatelle for 3 Pianos, 12 Hands
BAgATEllE was commissioned for the International Beethoven Project’s 2012 Beethoven Festival. In 
this short, energetic work, the composer recasts one of the final sections of the “Eroica” Symphony as a 
sonorous cloud of sound that coalesces into music that is spirited, rhythmically charged, and thrilling.

Borromean Rings – Quintet for Piano and String Quartet

Fault Lines for Violin, Viola, Violoncello, and Piano

On Spaces for Piano, 6 Hands

The Paces – Concerto for Piano and Chamber Ensemble
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Program Note

In the middle of a lake in Pine Plains, NY sits a solitary house on an island. The water 

toads croak at night. It is evocative and beautiful in its context. It occurred to me at one 
point, though, that this was all from the point of view from an observer on the mainland. 

exuberant when the natural elements are roused, but perhaps with an underlying loneli-
ness of perspective as well.

The piece consists of three short movements. The third of these was originally written 

and friend, Steven Stucky. As I was working on it I came to feel that it was also meant for 
something larger. And with an opportunity to write for Nadia Shpachenko approaching, 
it made perfect sense that the larger work that I envisioned would be the piece I wrote for 
her.

Everyone knew Steve’s brilliant side, his witty side, his generous side, his gregarious side. 
Not everyone knew of the more private Steve, whom I think felt a bit like a lone traveler. 

line between loneliness and its happier sibling, solitude.

— James Matheson
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