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In 1954, the Rockefeller family asked Henri Matisse to create a stained glass Rose Window 
for the Union Church of Pocantico Hills, New York as a memorial to Abby Aldrich 
Rockefeller, the great art patroness and a founder of the Museum of Modern Art. It was to 
be the artist’s last work.

A few years later, Mrs. Rockefeller’s youngest son, David, acting on behalf of the family, 

rest of the small church resulting in the large, majestic “Good Samaritan” window and 

Commission commissioned James Matheson to compose WINDOWS to celebrate the 
centennial of the Union Church of Pocantico Hills and the 100th birthday of David 
Rockefeller.

This deeply touching, epic cycle distills into music the intimate, often heart-rending, visions 
of Chagall as well as the powerful simplicity of Matisse’s modern design which utilizes the 

Matheson utilizes large-scale blocks of harmonies with organ-like sonorities to support 
and shift the music’s kaleidoscopic planes of color and set into relief the work’s piercing 

tribute to the human spirit.

appears on his album Windows

Total Duration: c. 25 minutessa
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