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In 1954, the Rockefeller family asked Henri Matisse to create a stained glass Rose Window
for the Union Church of Pocantico Hills, New York as a memorial to Abby Aldrich
Rockefeller, the great art patroness and a founder of the Museum of Modern Art. It was to
be the artist’s last work.

A few years later, Mrs. Rockefeller’s youngest son, David, acting on behalf of the family,
commissioned Marc Chagall to create an entire series of stained glass windows to fill the
rest of the small church resulting in the large, majestic “Good Samaritan” window and
eight sublime smaller windows, each depicting a biblical figure or scene. In 2015, Premiere
Commission commissioned James Matheson to compose WINDOWS to celebrate the
centennial of the Union Church of Pocantico Hills and the 100th birthday of David
Rockefeller.

This deeply touching, epic cycle distills into music the intimate, often heart-rending, visions
of Chagall as well as the powerful simplicity of Matisse’s modern design which utilizes the
striking collage forms he employed in his final years. Matheson’s work also reflects the
influence of Olivier Messiaen’s own theologically-inspired music. Like the French master,
Matheson utilizes large-scale blocks of harmonies with organ-like sonorities to support
and shift the music’s kaleidoscopic planes of color and set into relief the work’s piercing
motifs and intricate patterns. The universal themes of love and sacrifice (“Jeremiah” and
“Isaiah”), loss and altruism (“Crucifixion” and “The Good Samaritan”) and the jubilant
celebration of life and nature (“The Rose”) are memorably portrayed in this poignant
tribute to the human spirit.

—Bruce Levingston

WINDOWS was premiered at Carnegie Hall on April 4, 2016 by Bruce Levingston. It
appears on his album Windows (DSL 92218) released by Sono Luminus.

Total Duration: c. 25 minutes



Commissioned by Premiere Commission, Inc.

]
o
wn
Q
E
=
wn
()
g
o]
)

g

g

) <=

N (o]

3 O E

Q

=

TE8

S o

fW —

=g

[\)

B

=

3

2016

46

b

al

et
|

{
—
Lo 1
e

loco

H=

2P

pere 'P“:th:'—_fbo oo,

e

| Ll el

P lhe™

J_-

:

.
T

L

Jf  ppp sub., barely audible '% ppp sub.

Slow, dark, forbodingJ
thunderdous

12
7]

o D

[ a0 W) ]

|
]
= ——

]

59

4
19

hdl DX/

-ba>

-
<|7
P

Febe
HeVe

hbe~
he Vi')

SVE

4 e betelie EF- |

=

=~

8% o ______.__

3

bolfe
18 el el |

)

8

(

o Db
g\ hH |V
(&7~ D
llf)lrl)"l'l‘ql'
A

1§$ﬁ,%Eq'q‘

|~

-

.‘.
o

L

L g—1

g

b%%h?;b

®

|4

o

bIL,

©O

b<d

bl'!':t h.‘_"\/

(ppp) delicatiss.

o

fh:ﬁfgf_ulff_ bE:

-

f‘bp ol

" —

ge o o b

B

=

14

o Db
g\ hH |V
(7 D

bﬂ-f
hdll NI PAY
J h |V

17

0118 <

ol1p

011k <

O
O

|

O

~O

D H O
[ an WY
Yot
7 5P

b 4
g h |V

21

< short pause

111§ <

ol IR

ol [k

1611k <

611k

International Copyright Secured

All Rights Reserved
Printed in U.S.A.
Unauthorized copying, arranging, adapting, recording, or digital storage or
transmission is an infringement of copyright. Infringers are liable under the law.

© 2019 by Theodore Presser Company

110-41814



2. Isaiah

200

Brisk .

—_

sub:

— I pp

PN
<

/

|
Zereg

g

:'-,4.”'

. #>>b>% |

LeerLe #Eiﬁii

o

e

0
b 4
y AW
)

>

o, BEaELes

%,
| I
v
A
.HH,IM—H>
en
ik
- # .
— I’ .
- I‘ .
L I’ .
— I‘ .
. # .
L I‘ .
— I‘ .
- I‘ .
L |M .
- Ql
N u
gL Y
-1
-1 H—
gL 1
QL
gL 1
N

e 14

——

H=

=

= —

h@
P&

55% St o

connected, legato
psub.

14

™

L

Iy

.

L

HL

o

molto

P2 J e

12

[ a0 WA

110-41814



At aliali & ohel enel AcaN ohiel
Jle
. 0t & glo i
b1168 6 6 a6 g _podle m Al
- £ Al ]
A ) m SN
ol Y e 22 U0 ~ ¢ el 10/16 &
AUImwu M mu|¢|u.w M A Vl -||..f|_|_|tv N Atk
53 N
Q) [ = | 1
bl M ¢ S m _L_m S A \ ,z_zv # BN
] L .
K Y Y < (VY . TTTeTTe NEREY
BN o flu ol w o
Ye Ryl A
[aliald [alial e ) Ol
3] M QA 0 - 1S, &
o # L &1y ool I
. . . N ANEN |9~ ) 22|D _a
il 2 w e
m onel onel .+mw m..m_n g X o) < ‘
= \ T. 09 Al
= e_ _ 00 LW|mmn|< <N NI N e
5 v 3 e Vil ik
&) PR e\ e
oA \ \g\o 9 — 7 N 32|D -
< ¢l s 1o|8 2
2y S
X S v ] i 16 ik
S 2 S 0 0l¢ - 0
I 38
eH & |
MWMMWW S 3 .mmo __e \ SR
ZEECAGN| cd)e 2ChIe | BCg oIk Od |1y
e 3 \ Al A \ & a
g 2 T B i
=9 = - e g0 ol|p hNas NTTA
© _— 2\l b el e
= 2 d][6]]] ﬁ dijol| & AL AT A v
% N i ) ; ST
A . il IR~ A i .
(a8 ) Rl @3 Allg
N N I o o YOG
SN NG % N e N

110-41814



10

4. The Good Samaritan
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5. The Rose

Radiant, gently pulsing 2 =200 sempre sim.
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