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The Wave

The Wave from THE COMPLETE POEMS 1927–1979 by Elizabeth Bishop.
Copyright © 1979, 1983 by Alice Helen Methfessel. Used by arrangement with Farrar, Straus and Giroux, LLC. All rights reserved.

Music: © Copyright 2003 Juliana Hall Music.  Copyright transferred 2017 to E. C. Schirmer Music Company, Inc.   
© Copyright 2017 by E. C. Schirmer Music Company, Inc., a division of ECS Publishing Group.  www.ecspublishing.com   All rights reserved.

4

6

9

















   



p


A

mp

shin ing- wave


4 4


Fills

mf

all the skies.


Bright

f

shad ows-


mf f

4


float

mp

A

mp

cross- the land.

4 4


mp mp

                 

            

                

          

                  

            
    

              
  

30
34

Cop
yi

ng
 is

 il
le

ga
l 

Rev
ie

w
 c

op
y 

on
ly



12

15

18

20





















 
See,

mf

crys tal- clear, Its hel met-


mf


rise!




p


And

p

now the mo tion- Of a




hand, A

p

ti ny- quick en- ing-


p

             

  
  

  
           

       

                 

          

              

                

                 

31
35

Cop
yi

ng
 is

 il
le

ga
l 

Rev
ie

w
 c

op
y 

on
ly



23

26

29

32










Of the heart, And

mp

it will fall


p


And noth

mp

ing- more Can keep the sea and land a

4 4

-


mp

4 4

4

4


part.

f

How

pp


f pp


still, how

mp

blind ing- is the light!

mf4 4


mp



f


4

4 4 4

               

                    

                   

                     

            

                 

              

             
       

32
36

Cop
yi

ng
 is

 il
le

ga
l 

Rev
ie

w
 c

op
y 

on
ly



35

38

41

44

 
Spell

pp

bound- - - - - and

mf


pp

4

4 4

4 4 4


gold en

4

- shines the foam.

f


4


mf



f



p

4

4

 
With

p

out- a ges ture-


p


Or

mp

a word It

mf

can not-



mp mf
4 4

       

                       

        

                   

       

           
  

  

             

  
  

  
 


       

33
37

Cop
yi

ng
 is

 il
le

ga
l 

Rev
ie

w
 c

op
y 

on
ly




