Choir Practice

A Comic Opera in One Act
Words by Tara Wohlberg (b. 1967)
Music by Stephen Chatman (b. 1950)

It is choir night in a community hall in Vancouver, circa 1985. Dawn, the blind
woman, arrives for her first rehearsal and Corey, the stuttering tenor, arrives for his
entrance audition. Marilyn sings about her infatuation with him. Warm-ups, roll
call and plenty of innuendos follow as the rehearsal for the national competition in
Toronto begins. Frustrated by interruptions of Kenny the clown, a Diva, Adonia the
belly dancer, and an Angry Man, Willie Stroker, the new director (and a serious
womanizer), attempts to conduct. He fails. The two competing soloists in The Grand
Hotel, Heather the drunk, and Julia, engage in insults during Ladies’ Duel, their
mutual hatred culminating in attempted murder. After the Policeman’s gunshot,
signalling a blackout, Fantasy Time - Dawn’s Miracle emerges on the dimly lit stage of
‘frozen’ choristers. Dawn sings Seeing is Believing, magically leading the choir into a
world of light, harmony, understanding and musical perfection—a miraculous
transformation. Corey realizes that Marilyn is the girl of his dreams and sings
Hanky-panky. The choir’s problems are resolved in the rousing Finale: Darkness to
Delight.

Duration: c. 60 minutes

Orchestration: flute doubling piccolo, oboe, clarinet, alto saxophone doubling tenor
saxophone, trumpet, piano (on-stage), 2 violins, viola, cello, bass

Premiere: University of British Columbia Opera, Nancy Hermiston, director,
Jonathan Girard, conductor, members of University of British Columbia Symphony
Orchestra, May 8 & 9, 2015, University of British Columbia Old Auditorium,
Vancouver.
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DAWN mezzo soprano or soprano Range: 2 o)

-Blind woman

-Calm, generous, supportive

-New to Vancouver, wants to contribute to the choir; she clearly has ‘a voice’

-The ‘guiding light’, she transforms the choir in Fantasy Time - Dawn’s Miracle by “touching” and
hypnotizing the conductor and singers

-Sings ARIA #3 - Seeing is Believing

PIANIST man or woman

-On-stage pianist/accompanist, not a singer

falsetto, Bb only
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WILLIE STROKER high baritone Range: v

-Wants to be called WILLIAM but everyone calls him WILLIE

-Incompetent, unmusical conductor of promising but leaderless community choir
-Has no sense of rhythm nor conducting technique

-Wants the choir to win the national Choralfest competition in Toronto

-A womanizer
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COREY high baritone or tenor Range:

-The nervous stuttering auditioner. Attractive banker’s son who is accepted to the choir, in part,
because his father will pay for the competition travel costs.

-Not bright nor confident but has a nice voice. Realizes he is in love with MARILYN after ‘Dawn’s
Miracle’ and sings ARIA-DUET - Hanky-panky

) .

y 4l
(>
[y,

~V

AMY contralto or mezzo soprano Range: b;

-A southern “born again” Christian who prays for forgiveness of her sin of adultery and quotes
biblical scripture
-Asks to be an alto instead of a soprano
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MARILYN soprano Range: © @

-Attractive, a la Marilyn Monroe. Although she is a confident flirt, she is nervous of the actual follow-
up attention. JULIA’s daughter
-Sings ARIA #1 - He has only just arrived about her infatuation with COREY, her “assets and talents”
-Briefly joins COREY in ARIA-DUET Hanky-panky
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GERHARDT high baritone or tenor Range:
- Older German music librarian, speaks in both German and English with a heavy accent

-Highly volatile, enthusiastic, obsessive compulsive, appears efficient but is incompetent
-Loves Richard Wagner, German culture and opera singers
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JULIA soprano Range: 0 o

-MARILYN’s mother; proper, self-righteous, gossip, wears gaudy jewelry

-Sees herself as sophisticated and superior to others.

-With her operatic voice, she has always been the soloist

-Constantly insults HEATHER during rehearsal

-Sings DUET - Ladies’ Duel and solo in The Grand Hotel

-Detests HEATHER and eventually knocks her out with her large bag. Also attacks WILLIE and
POLICEMAN

) O
y4

DR. DAVE bass Range: e

-Comments on new European music, Wagner, WILLIE, Hedy Lamarr, and trans-sectionals.
-Paged to attend an emergency, is not present when HEATHER is knocked out
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RICHARD the POLICEMAN high baritone Range:

-Questions why the choir must sing “stuffy classical crap”
-Sings ARIA #2 - Not that Kind of Song about German verse, Schubert and Gretchen’s spinning wheel
-Later intervenes as POLICEMAN and shoots himself in the foot
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HEATHER mezzo soprano or soprano Range: v o

-Drunk, earthy and crude, hillbilly or “country western” accent, but educated at U of T

-Hiccups throughout; constantly insults JULIA during rehearsal and desperately wants to be the
soloist

-Sings DUET - Ladies’ Duel and solo in The Grand Hotel

KENNY the CLOWN low dramatic basso profundo  Range: [ 4

-A children’s party entertainer looking for the birthday party. He is in the wrong venue
-Also an opera singer specializing in Richard Wagner
-Sings an excerpt as King Marke from Tristan und Isolde
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SALLY contralto or mezzo soprano  Range:

-Attractive; WILLIE propositions her
-Can’t match pitches well and sings out of tune

DIVA high soprano Range:
-An opera singer who delivers a singing “divagram”

-Reappears to sing The Grand Hotel and again with a proposition

ADONIA the BELLY DANCER female dancer
-Attractive “Greek” lady, dances only, not a singer
-Enters the rehearsal twice by mistake; reappears to dance during Fantasy Time - Dawn’s Miracle
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ANGRY MAN high baritone Range:

-Joins the choir toward the end of the rehearsal
-Unbalanced, angry, sings tirade about how awful the choir is

CHOIR
- SATB: the 14 singing characters plus at least 18 singers



Piano/Vocal Score

Catalog No. 7.0655

Choir Practice

A Comic Opera in One Act

Words by Music by
Tara Wohlberg Stephen Chatman
It is choir night in a community hall or church in Vancouver, circa 1985.
(The curtain rises.) (The pianist and Dawn, the blind
Flowing, sustained J =96 woman with a white cane, enter.)
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Words and Music: © Copyright 2015 by Highgate Press, Inc.,
a division of ECS Publishing. www.ecspublishing.com
All rights reserved.
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(Gerhardt, the librarian arrives with the music and distributes some of it while rearranging chairs.
More choristers, including Julia, Richard and Dr. Dave arrive in staggered entrances,

some doing individual warm-ups with improvised movements.)
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Dawn H Y 2 — \\) < } } I (%] i i i }0 i : !} }: * L/ i — i
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Just re-lax, Co-rey. You're do-ing fine. Sing from  your heart.
o= — = . s
%’ i i 1 > g € g & & > g g i 1 i o o g g L g o & 5
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r )% j j j j
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mp That's bet - ter.
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Blue grey is the co-lour of the o - cean, But this
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s 1 1 j
—F 7 j 7 = 77
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Corey
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Corey

—
Heather

Corey

Willie

(Remaining choristers, except Clown,
. Heather, and Sally, have arrived.)

cresc. mf |, mp
) ] ] 7 i I ] ] F o i \; o pa it \C|
I I I I I | 4 |  IN— T I || I I I ]
I _ I ! [ I—
world, . where deep and pure wa - ter meet is pre - cious. Wild -
0
A — j i j i j i j
% o i o i o g o 4 v ®* 9 * 7 i i i o ﬁ o g o
poco cresc. mf dim p
s i ‘ 1 i
— = ] 2. j =
= < =
(Heather arrives, drunk)
120 cresc. f
PN - T . @ oy o oo *
e o c— I - ] 1 \ \ 1 T 1 \ } I I
Z I 1 I I I T T I I I I I T T | — i I ]
I I I I I | I = __d — I - I ]
! I
ros - es per - fume the wind and__ watch from a dis - tance,
0 ‘ : ‘ :
; i i I I I I
T = %
o o ® o * 7 - - J L L v * g * 7
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Y I . I
il I I I
— 2. j = j 2.
\ = =
123
A Heather ~
ya - S - 12—  ——— x>
NS L 3 L —p— 2
o loud hiccup
- . m
m_'i' | 5= ¥ = = s
F—= e — Ht € s i o
a lone ea - gle soars,
Willie (interrupts)
mfr—3— e 9~
“): - i5 - ——— —> it> o
Ht Hp—t—e————— ¢
That was a - maz-ing.
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Dawn
126 Slightly slower . =84 Slower « =76
9 P ——3—— ® —3 T p—— i —3— T 1)\ ]
Dawn : _— .. -—
WA I ] I 17 T I I 17 I r 4 17 I ]
rY) r r —— 7 r 1
I knew you could do it. You just need a lit-tle con-fi- dence. __  Right, Wil-lie?
Slightly slower . =84 Slower « =76
7 ez E - 7
O . = L F - 7 €
D) b — r bg::
mp b ‘10)
ol f .
yh 2 : = == e :
— z = 45 ; = =
s b
]2n9 Faster + =84 r Fast J =138
b 4 I 11 ]
Heather l’f\n - oooe I = ” = I
A4 I 1T ]
© giggle
heavy German accent
Gerhardt mf (heavy ) (gives music to Pianist)
rax — |1L"r= o9 © = T ]
Gerhardt ErX—= 3 e e B E— E— i = |
mf Ze Mu - sik fir ze Kla-vier. mf
Y : } T 1T ] .’3
Willie g | = == z —
'V 1 11 I . ' ]
Wil - liam. Why don't you
Faster J = 84 Fast J =138
Q I } ! ' ' | ] | | [
s = ‘ $ b 3 e ——+——— ‘
o = == :
mp ’ mf marc.
o) - 1 !
7= > F3 £ 3 \ 3 3 1
V- | :
E = -
132 mnf o o e o o o .
o e fF e = F EEE £ e .
Corey 7 = p—7 — i —F——% |
Real-ly? You m-mean it? Th-Th-Th-Thank- you.
3 mf
o) y J P P T T P |
Willie 7 i ] } - i — i - p 7 \:) i
join us to-night? The
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