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Singing At Dawn

1
Singing at dawn
because the lightness  of green has come back
to the valley --
 and so have we,

O little yellow bird!        *(2)
Under new leaves
    I join the Circle of Maidens --
  my braids swing long,

     my voice follows the flute,
my feet step with the drum    (7)

2
Waking from nightmare --

the shaman's chant, his drum
go on     go on
Firepit smoke lazes out to the blackness

My heartbeat slows        (11)

3
This honeysuckle evening
I watch the Strawberry Moon
seek its river face

-- wait for my new-made husband
to seek his new-named wife     (16)

He says,
"We will stay by these falls where salmon throng"

As I drop corn kernels
into the warm earth

little yellow birds sing with me     (17)

4
A stone for birth    a stone for death
   We hand them to the Maidens

we,
         the women of the People,      

           who know the weight of birth    of death      (24)

5
Butterfly here  .  .  .  there  .  .  .

My small daughter -- never sure
when she lifts a foot just

 where she will again touch earth
The lightness of her ways      (28)

6
No Moon

The hunters depart in the dark,
return in the dark

Warm I lie, and alone --
my husband's body in the cold earth     (38)

.  .  .  And yet through these fingers
 the colors of Rainbow, the bulk of Bear

                     paint themselves
onto the new sachem's
     ceremonial robe   .  .  .         (39)

7
Under new leaves
my daughter's daughter -- newborn,

crying in my arms
That she may walk the Woman's Trail unafraid

I name her Rising Moon        (41)*

*(The numbers in parentheses are those of the sequence in the original work.)

Text from The Trees Bleed Sweetness, 
© Copyright 1997 by Carol Purington.

Used by permission.
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Text: from The Trees Bleed Sweetness,
© Copyright 1997 by Carol Purington. 
Used by permission.

1. Singing At Dawn

Commissioned by the Mohawk Trail Concerts, Charlemont, Massachusetts
for first performances on July 20 and 21, 2012

Alice Parker (b. 1925)Carol Purington (b. 1949)

Catalog No. 8173

Music: © Copyright 201  by E. C. Schirmer Music Company, Inc., a division of ECS Publishing. 
www.ecspublishing.com  All rights reserved.

for Soprano Solo, Flute and Percussion

Soprano
Solo

Flute

Finger Cymbals
Maracas
Rattle

Indian Drum

Slow, rather free  q = 66

p

p

Fl.

F. Cym.
Maracas
Rattle

5

Sop.
Solo

Fl.

F. Cym.
Maracas
Rattle

Sing

mp

ing,

p

- sing

mf

-

9

mp

Rattle

5

3

5

2

Cop
yi

ng
 is

 il
le

ga
l 

Rev
ie

w
 c

op
y 

on
ly



Sop.
Solo

Fl.

F. Cym.
Maracas
Rattle

I. Dr.

ing,- sing ing- at dawn

p13

p

Sop.
Solo

Fl.

I. Dr.

be

mp

cause- the

18

Sop.
Solo

Fl.

F. Cym.
Maracas
Rattle

light ness- of green has come back to the val ley-

22

mp

Sop.
Solo

Fl.

F. Cym.
Maracas
Rattle

and

mf

so have we, we,

mp26

p

I. Dr.

5

Rattle 

3

F. Cym.

3

Cop
yi

ng
 is

 il
le

ga
l 

Rev
ie

w
 c

op
y 

on
ly



Sop.
Solo

F. Cym.
Maracas
Rattle

I. Dr.

flute, my

mp

feet, my

cresc.

feet step

f75

p
cresc.

Sop.
Solo

I. Dr.

with the drum, step

dim.

with the

82

f dim. mf

Sop.
Solo

Fl.

F. Cym.
Maracas
Rattle

I. Dr.

drum.

mp87

mp p pp

pp

p 4:30

3

I. Dr.

F. Cym.

6

Cop
yi

ng
 is

 il
le

ga
l 

Rev
ie

w
 c

op
y 

on
ly



2. Waking From Nightmare
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3. This Honeysuckle Evening
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4. A Stone For Birth
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5. Butterfly here... there...
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7. Under New Leaves
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