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AFrench organist and composer, Gigault held four positions as organist during his career, all in Paris.
These were St. Honoré (1646-1652), St. Nicolas-des Champs (1652 until his death), St. Martin-des-
Champs (from 1673), and at the Hopital du Saint Esprit (from 1685). One of Gigault’s pupils was Lully,
and he was also an acquaintance of Rameau.

Gigault wrote many works for organ, all very brief, and primarily in the forms of noels or versets. He is
best remembered for the pieces included in this collection. As seen here, Gigault wrote with the mass
in mind, often using plainsong as a basis for his works. However, the secular influence of the dance is
also found in his fugues, récits and dialogues, and his preludes offer some striking harmonies.

Although thought to be the product of a poor family, Gigualt prospered, and had an extensive
collection of musical instruments.
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