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I.OHMYBLACKESOULE!.................

Oh my blacke Soule! now thou art summoned
By sicknesse, deaths herald, and champion;

Thou art like a pilgrim, which abroad hath done
Treason, and durst not turne to whence hee is fled,
Or like a thiefe, which till deaths doome be read,
Wisheth himselfe delivered from prison;

But damn’d and hal’d to execution,

Wisheth that still he might be imprisoned.

Yet grace, if thou repent, thou canst not lacke;
But who shall give thee that grace to beginne?
Oh make thy selfe with holy mourning blacke,
And red with blushing, as thou art with sinne;

Or wash thee in Christs blood, which hath this might

That being red, it dyes red soules to white.

O might those sighes and te
Into my breast and ey

That I might in this ho

hi
n
Mourne with some fruit, as e mourn’d in vai

In mine Idolatry
Mine eyes did

IV.OH \%

Oh, to vex traryes meet i
Inconstancy unnaturally
A constant habit; that
I change in vowes, an
As humorous is my contri
As my prophane Love, and assoone forgott:

As ridlingly distemper’d, cold and hott,

As praying, as mute; as infinite, as none.

I durst not view heaven yesterday; and to day

In prayers, and flattering speaches I court God:
To morrow I quake with true feare of his rod.

So my devout fitts come and go away

Like a fantastique Ague: save that here

Those are my best dayes, when I shake with feare.
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ITI. O MIGHT THOSE SIGHES

spent,

II. BATTERMYHEART ............oooiaet 16

Batter my heart, three person’d God; for, you

As yet but knocke, breathe, shine, and seeke to mend;
That I may rise, and stand, o’erthrow mee, ’and bend
Your force, to breake, blowe, burn and make me new.
I, like an usurpt towne, to ‘another due,

Labour to ’admit you, but Oh, to no end,

Reason your viceroy in ee should defend,

But is captiv’d , and proves or untrue.

Yet dearely’ I love you, e loved faine,

But am betroth’d unt
Divorce mee, 'untiéjor that knot agai
Take mee to y: n mee, for
Except you ’en ever sha €,
Nor ever ravish

ie:

e againe

V.WHATIF THISPRESENT................. 46

What if this present were the worlds last night?
Marke in my heart, O Soule, where thou dost dwell,
The picture of Christ crucified, and tell

Whether that countenance can thee affright,

Teares in his eyes quench the amasing light,

Blood fills his frownes, which from his pierc’d head fell.
And can that tongue adjudge thee unto hell,

Which pray’d forgivenesse for his foes fierce spight?
No, no; but as in my idolatrie

I said to all my profane mistresses,

Beauty, of pitty, foulnesse onely is

A signe of rigour: so I say to thee,

To wicked spirits are horrid shapes assign’d,

'This beauteous forme assures a pitious minde.



VI.SINCE SHE WHOMILOV'D............. 53

Since she whom I lov’d hath payd her last debt

To Nature, and to hers, and my good is dead,

And her Soule early into heaven ravished,

Wholly on heavenly things my mind is sett.

Here the admyring her my mind did whett

To seeke thee God; so streames do shew their head;
But though I have found thee, and thou my thirst hast fed,
A holy thirsty dropsy melts mee yett.

But why should I begg more Love, when as thou
Dost wooe my soule for hers; offring all thine:

And dost not only feare least I allow

My Love to Saint? and Angels, things divine, VIL AT THE ROUN
But in thy tender jealousy dost doubt
Least the World, Fleshe, yea Devill putt thee out. At the round eart
Your trumpets,
From deat u
Of sou n
All who
All
De

spai

Shall behold God, and nev

t them sleepe, L
above all the
s ate to aske a

Ng

VII. THOUHASTMADEME ...............
Thou hast made me, And shall thy worke decay?

Repaire me now, for now mine end doth haste,
I runne to death, and death meets me as fast,

And all my pleasures are like yesterday;
I dare not move my dimme eyes any way;,
Despaire behind, and death before

Such terrour, and my feeble flesh d
By sinne in it, which it t'wards hell h;
Onely thou art above, and wh
By thy leave I can looke, I rj
But our old subtle foe so
That not one houre my se
Thy Grace may wi
And thou like Ad

When wee are t on this lowly ground,
Teach mee e or that’s as good
’d my pardon, with thy blood.

As if thou’

sustaine;'

IX.DEATHBENOTPROUD................... 73

p his art,
Death be not proud, though some have called thee
Mighty and dreadfull, for, thou art not soe,

w mine iron héatt.
For, those, whom thou think’st, thou dost overthrow,
Die not, poore death, nor yet canst thou kill mee.
From rest and sleepe, which but thy pictures bee,
Much pleasure, then from thee, much more must flow,
And soonest our best men with thee doe goe,
Rest of their bones, and soules deliverie.
Thou art slave to Fate, Chance, kings, and desperate men,
And dost with poyson, warre, and sicknesse dwell,
And poppie, or charmes can make us sleepe as well,
And better than thy stroake; why swell’st thou then?
One short sleepe past, wee wake eternally,

And death shall be no more; death, thou shalt die.

'The sonnets of John Donne are in the public domain.
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[. Oh my blacke Soule!

John Donne Juliana Hall

(b. 1958)
Passionately (J =104)
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16 II. Batter my heart

John Donne Juliana Hall
Imploringly (- = 116-120) (b. 1958)
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[I. O might those sighes and teares

27

John Donne Juliana Hall
Remorsefully (J = 120) (b 1938)
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IV. Oh, to vex me

John Donne

37

Juliana Hall

b. 1958
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4 V. What if this present

John Donne Juliana Hall

Thoughtfully (- = 63) (b. 1958)
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VI. Since she whom I lov’d

53

Juliana Hall

b. 1958
Tenderly (J=52) (b. 1958)
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VII. At the round earths imagin’d corners

59

John Donne Juliana Hall
Majestically (- = 84) (b- 1958)
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VIII. Thou hast made me 67

John Donne Juliana Hall
Marcato (J = 58) (b. 1958)
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IX. Death be not proud &

John Donne Juliana Hall
With Solemnity (J = 56) (b. 1958)
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